
 

 

Engineering Information 

Live Loads on Floors 1 

The live load is variable, and consists of the weight of people, furniture, stocks of goods, machinery, etc. The amount of this load, which should be 

added to the dead load, depends upon the use to which the building is to be put. Where the floor is required to support a considerable live load, 

concentrated at a particular place, such as a heavy safe or piece of machinery, special provision should be made in the floor construction for it. 

Table V gives the live loads per square foot recommended as good practice in conservative building construction. 

In designing the floors of office or buildings of like character, it is good practice to figure the full live load on the floor joists or beams, but to 

consider only a certain percentage as coming upon the girders, columns, and foundations, on the assumption that all of the floors will not be fully 

loaded at the same time. This percentage should be carefully considered in each case; and the amounts will depend upon the height of the 

building in question and the judgment of the designer. 

 


